IMPORTANE INFORMATION ABOUT
CITY OF WATERTOWN DRINKING WATER

The, C:ty of Watertowi, exéecded thé Maxiiim Contamindnit Eeve] (MCL} oF 80 ks i, Totat? Txahalmmethanes

{TIHM ), resentit drin[mﬁgwatar Duritig the Tour cdlendar quarters ending December 31,2022 iheﬁncamnﬂ}

funning: anauatayerage. (LRAA) dfor toral, tethaloniethpies was 82,8 micrdgrans per g dtlelﬂ 398, Thiclevel s

based;onn iocatmnalrunmngmnuaﬂavaraga of quarferly-samples, Although thls ignotan eTHergenty, 45 our

gustomerq bt havea rightio’know what you.should do, where:these confantinanis came frorh, and whatis S heing
(sl1t+y]

Whatshould I do¥

You do'notriged to Yol yailr-water of fake:tther ooitestive dotions, .No fmmedinteactionis equired or
Tigcessdry.

Where do TEHEM!s come from?

Tiihatomethaies bre.a group ofichemicals that includeschloroforn;, bmmofonnhb:;amociwh!ommethmﬁ and
chioreibromémetiane:, ’I’i‘ahﬂome‘:hancs ate formed in drinking.waterduring treatment by chlorine, whlchfreacts,
wyith, ceirtatnaucids that. are dn namm}iy-ocour:hlg organiomaterial {e.25, decomposing vegetation such asifée feaves,
algge: armherwaquaﬁc Plants)in,surface watersoukces such us rivers and:lakes,, The:anioiiiitof tilaldniethanes in..
Arinkding water ¢an change fromeday fo day, depandmg oiitlie temperature, the: ammmmt organicrmaterial fn. the
watdy, the-amount of chilorine. added, and avaviely'of viher factors, Drinking waler 18 disinfected by publicwater

supplietéio; krll baaf.eraa and viruses: that could eaisg:serios illfiesses. ‘Chlesine isthe mosteomimonly st

dtﬂxu:temnt‘mtlew Yurf: Staig., lwr*tms FEasOIL,, dnsmfecimn of drmldng watef by shlurmauoms behgficiltopriblic,
Tealth,

Same studids suggest thdt:people who.deink clilorinated water (which contains tilialomcthanes) 6z water contaliting

elevatedievels of iihalomethanes for long periods of time nvay haye an incfenseil sk or-ograli heultl efiots. For

exemnplé, Sume, stirdies o f, speople wha. drauk &hloriyited drinking: wmnfonﬁ{} o 30 yeats, show fiaf long feifi:
,m;posuwto disinfectiontby-pradacts (inclading teihalomethanes) is.assoctated with an increasgdsisk for cerfain

e sdineer. Acfew studies offwomsn who drankwater containing trihalomethanes ﬂurmg preguancy s!mw an
assocmtmn between cxposire to'elevated Jevels of txih’alomcﬂmm and small’mcmased isks forlow: bifth wel ghte&
mlsc,arrmgas fmd Birih defeots. Foweyer, in eack of the-studies, how loniganidhow frequantly people actually drank
the-waldh, ni well ag b mucl,fihalomethanesthe water.coifained is notknovm¥or certain, Therefore, we do not
know for sure [f the:obyérved incieases inrisk for cincer and other hedlth efffects are due fo-Irthalometlianes or some
qthm_* faqtug

‘The ndividual nitialomethenes shloroform, bromodichlornmethano-and dibromachitromettiane cansescancer in
!abo:atmyammals expos‘ed to high, Jevels ouver thexr liftimes. Chloroform, bromodschlnmmathsme and
dibromoihloromethane dr also kncrwn ta patse effects in Iubaratory atiiminly after hlgh Tevelsof Lexposiice, pxzmarﬂy*
aii.the Iwer kitlnﬂ’jﬁ‘, nervons system-and dnthelr ablhty to.hear healthy offspiing. Chemicalsihatcanse adierse
I:a:salth affacts in laboraiopy fmnls aﬁerhigh Tevels of, c:xposure miay pose a-risk for udvarse health effectsin
Rumars: exposed o Iower isvels OVer 1ougpenods oftime:

) e

Drinking waterds distufééted by public water suppliers: to KilF bacterid and virises that could canse serions, ilinesses.

Ghlorineds fhe most.commonly: used disinfeciant in New York State. Fotihisreason disinfection of drivkingywater
s bengficie! topublic health.

What happened anrd what is being done?

The combination of the. quunhty of disinfectant needed-and fhe diriownt.of naturally ocoursing organic material inthe
anoam mg watériesulted g tevel: of TTHM's niexcess of the MCL: Tnorderto kil diseast-catiding
mmroorgamsms;, watertreatment: regulaﬁons roquire a-tértaly contact timel for the chfonne and water befors # entets
the distribution system, Cliy of Watertown personitel are cprrehtly working to ulenuf} -solutions fothis problem.

I you Mave-any questionts,pleass contact the Cily of Watertown’s Water Operator, Mr. Am;qn Harvill at:(315) 785-
7845 drihe New York State Department of Healtl, Watertown.Distrlet Otficeat (315 Y 78S,




